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bread. The country had no agriculture, but de-
pended mainly on maritime trade. The women were
pretty and chaste, and knew the Quran by heart.
They wore a gold ring in their nose, and their dress
was an unsewn cloth wound round the body. There
were thirteen girls* schools and twenty-three boys9
schools in the town.
Three days9 sail f50 miles) from Honawar was
Sindabur (Kandapur), where the Malabar country
began. It embraced the coast strip as far south
as Kolam (Q.uilon, now in Travancore State), a
distance of about 380 miles. It was a distinct
country, whose special features are described by the
Shaikh. It produced pepper, ginger, cocoaimt,
betel leaves, betel-nuts, cinnamon, and bananas.
But pepper was its speciality, and the Shaikh
describes carefully the pepper ^vine and how
the pepper was produced and marketed. By the
laws of Malabar the succession to the Crown was
to the sister's son and act to the son* The
roads were shaded with trees and seemed to pass
through gardens* There were stiles between every
two gardens. Only the King rode on horseback ;
every one else either walked on foot or rode in
palanquins. The country was divided into twelve
Hindu kingdoms, which respected each others
boundaries, and did not covet each other's posses-
sions. But there were many Muslims settled there*
and also a small Jewish colony. The Mutttms were
encouraged and held in esteem and honour* Many
beautiful mosques were to be found in all the towns,